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Abstract : The controversy over the most effective teaching method to facilitate the increase of a student's knowledge has
remained a frustration for poetry teachers at Sultan Qaboos University in Oman for the last ten years. Scholars and
educationists have pursued answers to this question, and tremendous effort has been marshalled to discover the optimum
teaching strategy, with little success. The present study stems from this perpetual frustration among teachers of poetry and the
dispute about the repertoire of teaching methods. It attempts to shed light on an alternative direction which, it is believed, has
received less scholarly attention than deserved. It emphasizes the need to create a democratic and human atmosphere of
learning, arouses students' genuine interest, provides students with aesthetic pleasure, and enable them to appreciate and
enjoy the beauty and musicality of words in poems. More important, this teaching-learning style should aim to secure rapport
with students, invite teachers to inspire the passion and love of poetry in their students and help them not to lose the sense of
wonder and enthusiasm that should be in the forefront of enjoying poetry. Hence, it is the need of the time that, after they have
an interest, feeling and desire for poetry, university students can move to heavier tasks and discussions about poetry and how
to further understand and analyze what is being portrayed. It is timely that the pendulum swung in support of the
humanization of education and building rapport with students at Sultan Qaboos University.
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