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Abstract : This paper reports the results of a study that measures the level of receptive vocabularies using the Peabody
Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT) in an ESL context. PPVT is a popular standardized test used to measure the vocabulary level of
L1 learners. In this study, PPVT was administered to fourteen 9 to 11 year old Indian ESL learners from the fifth standard from
a  school  in  Hyderabad.  Their  performance  is  compared  with  the  age  appropriate  performance  of  L1  learners.  Their
performance on noun versus verb items is also compared. The results are discussed concerning the learning goals set by the
National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) position paper on Teaching of English in India.
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