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Abstract : Earning one’s own livelihood is the most basic and inseparable activity for survival and existence of humankind. In
any kind of situation and in every type of geographical terrain, human does adopt various strategies and ways of earning their
own livelihood. Since time immemorial, anthropocentrism has been the saga of livelihood where environment is out casted and
exploited to any limit so that mankind can survive. With the passage of time, humans regained their consciousness and realized
that the time has arrived now to shift to sustainable livelihood and stop being self centered. This paper tries to focus on the
very central issue and the hotpot of discussion in the present era which revolves around sustainable livelihood. The aim of the
paper is to find out how the tribal communities which are primarily forest based are the best example of sustainable livelihood
since their existence. The paper also tries to throw light on the burning issue of the so-called term ‘development’ affecting the
traditional ways of livelihood opted by the forest based tribal communities. The data presented in the paper are primary and
have been collected using various techniques and methodology like observation, interviews, life histories, case studies and
other techniques used in a self conducted fieldwork among the Juangs, who are one of the PVTGs of Odisha.
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