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Abstract : This study presents an overview of strategic planning in South African higher education institutions by tracing its
trends and mystique in order to identify its impact. Over the democratic decades, strategic planning has become integral to
institutional survival. It has been used as a potent tool by several institutions to catch up and surpass counterparts. While
planning has always been part of higher education, strategic planning should be considered different. Strategic planning is
primarily about development and maintenance of a strategic fitting between an institution and its dynamic opportunities. This
presupposes existence of sets of stages that institutions pursue of which, can be regarded for assessment of the impact of
strategic planning in an institution. The network theory serves guides the study in demystifying apparent organisational
networks in strategic planning processes.
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