
New Trends in Pakistani Cinema: Muslim Women, Cinematic Struggle and
the Global World

Authors : Sana Zia
Abstract : One of the most important questions for research on Muslim women's representation is the relationship between
Islam and women’s situation in Islamic countries. In this context, certain questions can be raised like is it possible to analyze
women’s situation in Islamic countries like Pakistan? Or what is the relationship between Islam and patriarchy? So this paper
will examine all these questions by analysing Muslim women's representation in Pakistani Cinema. It is also significant to note
that despite political and religious constraints in Muslim countries, in particular, Pakistan, women have not only been part of
the film industry for long, but they also have chosen films as their feminist tool to question and expose the effects of patriarchy,
religious fundamentalism, and gender-specific socio-cultural oppression. The religious-cultural ethos that could include gender-
specific restrictions and limitations on their creative expression as Muslim women in an Islamic society. A new wave of
Pakistani cinema is pivoting around strong Muslim female characters and opened up a new thought about Islamic women.Their
contributions and success through this medium emphasized the need to investigate the significance and effectiveness of
contemporary cinema as a tool of resistance and cross-cultural communication in a Muslim society. So this research can also
provide a better understanding about Islam that needs to be modernized and reclaimed from the clutches of fundamentalism
and extremism. This paper thus investigates the interrelation of women's representation and Pakistani cinema by analysing two
films ‘Bol: To speak up’ and ‘Dukhter: Daughter’. The feminist analysis of these films not only helps to understand the new
trends and dimensions in representation of Muslim women in Pakistani cinema, but this also helps to raise awareness globally
regarding the depiction of Muslim women. So to foreground the above mentioned discussion, the films under study helps to
evaluate their significance, the role they play towards activism, resistance, and global awareness in terms of what could be
termed as a Muslim woman. The paper thus provides a valuable insight that how and why Islam is being used as a mechanism
to merge social, political and economic factors to define the rights and conditions of Pakistani Muslim women and highlight the
cinematic struggle of the film maker’s which by using films as an awareness tool are going to highlight the problems and issues
of Muslim women in the global world.
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