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Abstract : This study aims at analyzing gender in Othello by applying Judith Butler’s Post-Structural theory of gender and
gender performance. The analysis of the play provides us context by which we can examine what kinds of effects the drama
have on understanding of the researchers regarding gender identity. The study sets out to examine that, is there any evidence
or ground in Shakespearean selected work which leads to challenge the patriarchal taken for granted prescribed roles of
gender? This would be the focal point in study of Othello that actions and performances of characters determine their gender
identity rather than their sexuality. It argues that gender of Shakespearean characters has no constant, fixed and structural
impression. On the contrary, they undergo consistent variations in their behavior and performance which impart fluidity and
volatility to them. The focal point of the present study is Butler’s prominent work; Gender Trouble: Feminism and subversion of
Identity and her post structural theory of Gender performativity as the theoretical underpinning of the text. It analyzes the
selected play in Post-Structural gender perspective. The gender-centric plot of the play is riddled with fluidity of gender. The
most fascinating aspect of the play is the transformations of genders on the basis of performances by different characters and
through these transformations; gender identity is revealed and determined. The study reconstructs the accepted gender norms
by challenging the traditional concept of gender that is based on sexual differences of characters.
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