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Abstract : In the current situation, the automobile has become the main means of locomotion. It  allows traveling long
distances, encouraging urban sprawl. To counteract this trend, the train is often proposed as an alternative to the car.
Simultaneously, the favoring of urban development around public transport nodes such as railway stations is one of the main
issues of the coordination between urban planning and transportation and the keystone of the sustainable urban development
implementation. In this context, this paper focuses on the study of the spatial structuring dynamics around the railway.
Specifically, it is a question of studying the demographic dynamics in rail corridors of Nantes, Angers and Le Mans (Western
France) basing on the radiation of railway stations. Consequently, the methodology is concentrated on the knowledge of
demographic weight and gains of these corridors, the index of urban intensity and the mobility behaviors (workers&rsquo;
travels, scholars&#39; travels, modal practices of travels). The perimeter considered to define the rail corridors includes the
communes of urban area which have a railway station and communes with an access time to the railway station is less than
fifteen minutes by car (time specified by the Regional Transport Scheme of Travelers). The main tools used are the statistical
data from the census of population, the basis of detailed tables and databases on mobility flows. The study reveals that the
population is not tightened along rail corridors and train use is minimal despite the presence of a nearby railway station. These
results lead to propose guidelines to make the train, a real vector of mobility across the rail corridors.
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