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Abstract : Nowadays, we are facing a highly competitive environment in which the situation for survival has come even more
critical than ever before. The challenge we will be confronted with is no longer can be dealt with the single system of
knowledge. The abilities we urgently need to acquire is something that can lead us to cross over the boundaries between
different disciplines and take us to a neutral ground that gathers and integrates powers and intelligence that surrounds us.
This paper aims at discussing how a trans-disciplinary design course organized by the College of Design at Chaoyang
University can react to this modern challenge. By orchestrating an experimental course format and by developing a series of
coaching strategies, a trans-disciplinary learning environment has been created and practiced in which students selected from
five different departments, including Architecture, Interior Design, Visual Design, Industrial Design, Landscape and Urban
Design, are encouraged to think outside their familiar knowledge pool and to learn with/from each other. In the course of
implementing this program, a parallel research has been conducted alongside by adopting the theory and principles of Action
Research which is a research methodology that can provide the course organizer emergent, responsive, action-oriented,
participative and critically reflective insights for the immediate changes and amendments in order to improve the effect of
teaching and learning experience. In the conclusion, how the learning and teaching experience of this trans-disciplinary design
studio can offer us some observation that can help us reflect upon the constraints and division caused by the subject base
curriculum will be pointed out. A series of concepts for course design and teaching strategies developed and implemented in
this trans-disciplinary course are to be introduced as a way to promote learners’ self-motivated, collaborative, cross-
disciplinary and student-centered learning skills. The outcome of this experimental course can exemplify an alternative
approach that we could adopt in pursuing a remedy for dealing with the problematic issues of the current educational practice.
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