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Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to provide a theoretical discourse that highlights the challenges associated with
management of indigenous knowledge with reference to developing countries. Literature review and brainstorming were used
to collect relevant data and draw inferences. The findings indicate that non-existence of indigenous knowledge management
policy (IKMP), low level of partnership drive among library and information services providers, non-uniformity of format and
content of indigenous knowledge, inadequate funding, and lack of access to ICTs, lack of indigenous people with indigenous
expertise and hoarding of knowledge as challenges to indigenous knowledge management. The study is based on literature
review and information gathered through brain storming with professional colleagues the geographic scope as developing
countries. The study has birth several implication based on the findings made. Professionally, it has necessitated the need for
formulating a viable indigenous knowledge management policy (IKMP), creating of collaborative network through partnership,
and integration of ICTs to indigenous knowledge management practices by libraries in developing countries etc. The originality
of this paper is revealed in its capability as serving as an eye opener to librarians on the need for preserving and managing
indigenous knowledge in developing countries. It further unlocks the possibilities of exploring empirical based researches to
substantiate the theoretical issues raised in this paper. The findings may be used by library managers to improve indigenous
knowledge management (IKM).
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