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Abstract : Participation promises an avenue for citizens to take part in governance, but it does not necessarily mean effective
participation. The proper integration of participants in the decision-making process should be properly addressed to ensure
effectiveness. This study explores the integration of the participants in the decision-making process to reveal the level of
participation in the Solid Waste Management audit done by the Citizen Participatory Audit (CPA), a program under the
supervision of the Commission on Audit. Specifically, this study will use the experience of participation to identify emerging
themes that will help reveal the level of participation through the integrated ladder of participation. The researchers used key
informant interviews to gather necessary data from the actors  of  the program. The findings revealed that  the level  of
participation present in the CPA is at the Placation level, a level below the program’s targeted level of participation. The study
also allowed the researchers to reveal facilitating factors in the program that contributed to a better understanding of the
practice of participation.
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