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Abstract : Torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment is one of the issues dealt with by the United Nations in its
development of human rights standard. Torture and other ill -treatments is banned at all times in all places including in times
of war. There is no justification for torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment under any law in Nigeria. All statutes;
local, regional and international on human rights prohibits all forms of degrading treatment. This paper examines the definition
of torture, inhuman and degrading treatment and the prevalence of confessional statements obtain through torture by security
agencies during the interrogation of crime suspects and are mostly relied upon during trial even in cases involving capital
punishment. The paper further reviews the Violence against Persons Prohibition Act 2015 which prohibits torture and other
forms of ill-treatment. Presently, the Act is applicable only to the federal Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. Consequently, the
paper concludes that the Act should be adopted as a matter of urgency by the 36 states of the Federation of Nigeria and in
addition, cogent steps must be taken to ensure that the provisions of the Act are strictly complied with in order to eliminate
torture, cruel and inhuman degrading treatment in Nigeria.
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