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Abstract : Motivation is an important issue in an EFL setting where very little exposure to English in everyday life is clearly
evident. In Bangladesh, English is taught as a foreign language. Language teachers cannot effectively teach a language if they
do not understand the relationship between motivation and its effect on foreign language learning. The main purpose of this
research is to explore the fact why HSC students are less motivated towards English language learning, what factors are
affecting motivation, how to motivate them and the role of motivation in their success. The research questions were (a) what
are the reasons of lack of motivation? and (b) what are the impacts of motivation on English language learning? The study was
both qualitative and quantitative in nature. The data was collected via pretest - posttest, interviews, and a questionnaire on the
five point Likert scale. Triangulation of the data was made for the validity of the research. The population of this research
consisted of 50 HSC level students from Jatir Janak Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Government College, Dhaka,
Bangladesh. The data was analyzed with means, comparison and t-test. The results showed that there is a strong relation
between motivation and success in foreign language learning. Finally, some pedagogical implications and suggestions were
presented to arouse the students’ motivation to learn English.
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