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Abstract : The national rice consumption keeps increasing along with raising income of the households and the rapid growth
of population. However, food availability, particularly rice, is limited. Impacts of rice-field conversion have run cumulatively, as
we can see on potential losses of rice and crops production, as well as work opportunity that keeps increasing year-by-year.
Therefore,  it  requires  policy  recommendation  to  control  rice-field  conversion  through  economic,  social,  and  ecological
approaches. The research was a survey method intended to: (1) Identify internal factors; quality and productivity of the land as
the cause of land conversion, (2) Identify external factors of land conversion, value of the rice-field and the competitor&rsquo;s
land, workforce absorption, and regulation, as well as (3) Formulate strategies in controlling rice-field conversion. Population
of the research was farmers who applied land conversion at Pangkep Regency, South Sulawesi. Samples were determined
using the incidental sampling method. Data analysis used productivity analysis, land quality analysis, total economic value
analysis, and SWOT analysis. Results of the research showed that the quality of rice-field was low as well as productivity of the
grains (unhulled-rice). So that, average productivity of the grains and quality of rice-field were low as well. Total economic
value of rice-field was lower than the economic value of the embankment. Workforce absorption value on rice-field was higher
than on the embankment. Strategies in controlling such rice-field conversion can be done by increasing rice-field productivity,
improving land quality,  applying cultivation technique of specific location, improving the irrigation lines,  and socializing
regulation and sanction about the transfer of land use.
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