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Abstract : This study was planned as a descriptive regressive study in order to determine the relationship between the
competency levels of working nurses, the levels of competency expected by nursing students, the critical thinking disposition of
nurses, their perceived autonomy levels, and certain socio demographic characteristics. It is also a methodological study with
regard to the intercultural adaptation of the Nursing Competence Scale (NCS) in both working and student samples. The
sample of the study group of nurses at a university hospital for at least 6 months working properly and consists of 443 people
filled out questionnaires. The student group, consisting of 543 individuals from the 4 public university nursing 3rd and 4th
grade students. Data collection tools consisted of a questionnaire prepared in order to define the socio demographic, economic,
and personal characteristics of the participants, the ‘Nursing Competency Scale’, the ‘Autonomy Subscale of the Sociotropy –
Autonomy  Scale’,  and  the  ‘California  Critical  Thinking  Disposition  Inventory’.  In  data  evaluation,  descriptive  statistics,
nonparametric tests, Rasch analysis and correlation and regression tests were used. The language validity of the ‘NCS’ was
performed by translation and back translation, and the context validity of the scale was performed with expert views. The
scale, which was formed into its final structure, was applied in a pilot application from a group consisting of graduate and
student nurses. The time constancy of the test was obtained by analysis testing retesting method. In order to reduce the time
problems with the two half reliability method was used. The Cronbach Alfa coefficient of the scale was found to be 0.980 for
the nurse group and 0.986 for the student group. Statistically meaningful relationships between competence and critical
thinking and variables such as age, gender, marital status, family structure, having had critical thinking training, education
level,  class  of  the  students,  service  worked  in,  employment  style  and  position,  and  employment  duration  were  found.
Statistically meaningful relationships between autonomy and certain variables of the student group such as year, employment
status, decision making style regarding self, total duration of employment, employment style, and education status were found.
As a result, it was determined that the NCS which was adapted interculturally was a valid and reliable measurement tool and
was found to be associated with autonomy and critical thinking.
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