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Abstract : The aim of this study is to investigate the experience of mothers of autistic children in Indonesia in raising the
children and obtaining services for them through the adequate of information. The study seeks to contribute to the knowledge
emerging from the women as a mother of children with autism on health and disability area. There is silence in the Indonesian
literature on this perspective, especially about the parents and/or mothers of autistic children that is the focus of this analysis.
Therefore, in order to capture the points of view emerging from the mothers, a qualitative study design has been applied. The
main data for this qualitative study was collected from interviews (semi-structured interview and focus group discussion) with
the mothers of children with autism who are member of parenting group in autistic schools and rehabilitation centers in one of
Indonesian regional cities. This study reveals that the mothers’ experience in raising a child who is diagnosed with autism is
rooted in limited knowledge on autism, limited knowledge on availability of services and limited knowledge on service options.
Compounding this is limited availability and accessibility of the services that are important to their child's development. An
important  contribution of  this  study is  to  show how tapping into the experience of  mothers can provide much needed
information to policy making and service planners and implementers that can improve the services for children with autism and
their families.
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