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Abstract : The shift towards raising global urban population has intense implications on the sustainability of the urban
livelihoods. Rapid urbanization has made governments, companies and civil societies recognize that they are barely equipped
to deal with growing urban demands, especially water, waste and energy management. Effective management of land, water,
energy and waste at a community level should be addressed well to attain greener cities. In pursuit of Green livelihoods;
various  norms,  codes,  and  green  rating  programmes  have  been  followed  by  stakeholders  at  various  levels.  While  the
sustainability is being adapted at smaller scale developments, greening the urban environment at community/city level is still
finding its path to reality. This is due to lack of the sense of ownership in the citizens for their immediate neighborhoods and
city as a whole. This phenomenon can be well connected to the theory of 'tragedy of commons' with respect to the community
engagement to manage the common pool resources. The common pool resource management has been well addressed by
Elinor Ostrom, who shared the Nobel  Prize in  Economics in  2009 for  her lifetime of  scholarly  work investigating how
communities succeed or fail at managing common pool (finite) resources. This paper examines the applicability of Elinor
Ostrom's 8 Principles for Managing a Commons, to meet urban sustainability. The key objective of this paper is to come up with
a model for effective urban common pool resource management, which ultimately leads to sustainability as a whole. The paper
brings out a methodology to understand various parameters involved in urban sustainability, examine the synergies of all such
parameters, and application of Ostrom’s principles to correlate these parameters in order to attain effective urban resource
management.
Keywords : common pool resources, green cities, green communities, participatory management, sustainable development,
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