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Abstract : A study of fisher’s knowledge (FK) and community-based fisheries management practices in River Nun estuary was
conducted to assess the contribution of FK to fisheries resources conservation. A total of 390 fishers operates in the area of
which 221 were interviewed based on having a minimum of 10 years of experience. Community-based fisheries management
programme was introduced and implemented by fishermen’s union in 2010 for the sustainable management and conservation
of fisheries resources. Local law introduced were: band on the use of mesh size of less than 5cm and band on chemical fishing.
Defaulters were made to pay monetary fines ranging from #2,000 to #6,000 while fishers caught using chemicals to fish were
arrested and landed over to the police for prosecution. The management method has enhanced conservation of fisheries
resources which is a major source of livelihood for the people. Landings increased tremendously resulting in positive increase
in the finances of the fishers. It is, therefore, pertinent to introduce community-based laws to check over exploitation of
fisheries resources in the Niger Delta.
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