
Functional Food Industry in Thailand: Perspectives from Government,
Education, and Private Sector

Authors  :  Charintorn  Suwannawong,  Tananpon  Yavilas,  Sopida  Boonaneksap,  Chotika  Viriyarattanasak,  Chairath
Tangduangdee
Abstract : With increasing aging population and health conscious consumers, the demand for health promoting products such
as functional foods, dietary supplements, and nutraceutical products has continuously increased in Thailand. Nevertheless, the
strategic framework for regulatory functional food developments in Thailand is still unclear. The objective of this study was to
survey stakeholders’ perspectives on three scopes, consisting of 1) the current status 2) obstacles, and 3) future trend for the
development and production of  functional  foods in Thailand.  A survey was conducted by interviewing ten experts  from
governmental organization, industrial sector and academic institute. The obtained results show that there is no established
definition for functional foods in Thailand. There is a variety of raw materials that are capable to be potential ingredients for
functional food production in Thailand and exported to global market. However, the scaling up technology into a commercial
production is limited. Moreover, there is a need to establish the infrastructures, such as testing laboratory, and regulatory
standards for quality control and ensuring product safety. This information is useful for government in the development of the
strategic framework and policy statement on improvement of functional food industry in Thailand.
Keywords : functional foods, interview, perspective, Thailand
Conference Title : ICFTFF 2017 : International Conference on Food Technology and Functional Foods
Conference Location : Singapore, Singapore
Conference Dates : January 08-09, 2017

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Nutrition and Food Engineering

Vol:11, No:01, 2017

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 N
ut

rit
io

n 
an

d 
Fo

od
 E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
1,

 N
o:

01
, 2

01
7 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/5
61

03
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 11(01) 2017 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/56103.pdf

