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Abstract : It is common to find speech deficit among children diagnosed with Autism. It can be found in the clinical field and
recently in research. One of the DSM-V criteria suggests a speech delay (Delay in, or total lack of, the development of spoken
language), but doesn't explain the cause of it. A common perception among professionals and families is that the inability to
talk results from the autism. Autism is a name for a syndrome which just describes a phenomenon and is defined behaviorally.
Since it is not based yet on a physiological gold standard, one can not conclude the nature of a deficit based on the name of the
syndrome. A wide retrospective research (n=270) which included children with motor speech difficulties was conducted in
Israel. The study analyzed entry evaluations in a private clinic during the years 2006-2013. The data was extracted from the
reports. High percentage of children diagnosed with Autism (60%) was found. This result demonstrates the high relationship
between Autism and motor speech problem. It also supports recent findings in research of Childhood apraxia of speech (CAS)
occurrence among children with ASD. Only small percentage of the participants in this research (10%) were diagnosed with
CAS even though their verbal deficits well fitted the guidelines for CAS diagnosis set by ASHA in 2007. This fact raises
questions regarding the diagnostic procedure in Israel. The understanding that CAS might highly exist within Autism and can
have a remarkable influence on the course of early development should be a guiding tool within the diagnosis procedure. CAS
can explain the nature of the speech problem among some of the autistic children and guide the treatment in a more accurate
way. Calculating the prevalence of CAS which includes the comorbidity with ASD reveals new numbers and suggests treating
differently the CAS population.
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