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Abstract : The UAE is currently developing a peaceful nuclear energy program as part of its low Carbon energy strategy to
meet future energy demands. Research of nuclear energy technologies is required to support nuclear energy generation
projects and maximize their performance. Research of this type will require building an operating a research reactor (RR), a
costly undertaking in most circumstances. Collaboration between government and private parties through public, private
partnerships (PPP) can maximize the benefits expected from the adoption of an RR project. The aim of this research is to
establish the critical success factors (CSF) for developing an RR project for newcomer countries, with the UAE taken as a case
study, through the utilization of public, private partnerships (PPP). The results of this study were arrived at through the use of
semi-structured interviews conducted with ten experts in the field of research reactors,  using grounded theory method.
Underutilization was identified as the main stumbling block that impairs the success of research reactors.
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