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Abstract : This paper aims to explore that the EU and Member State (UK) converges on cultural diplomacy to constitute an
influential European external relations. It will address the development of EU cultural diplomacy and practice at Member state
level. It also discusses the EU and Member States suffering in cultural resource overlapped. In contrast to the literature on the
EU external relations, studies of the cultural dimension are rare. Thus, this paper will utilise the broad policy papers to explore
how the cultural diversity among the Member States and the EU has a constructive progress at European level but not at
Member State level. It can be argued that cultural component is the pivotal strategy for the stagnated EU external relations
since the Euro crisis. The EU recognises that if it wants to promote the trade relations from the inside of Europe to outside, it
requires the broad culture context among its traditional diplomacy, which brings the cultural component into a significant role.
Even though in the area of Member State level, they share the fundamental value and idea, it does not elaborate Member
States regarding the EU as a representative of European cultural diplomacy. In theory and practice, the discourse of Normative
Power Europe (NPE) can be the analytic framework to construct the research of cultural diplomacy in Europe. NPE is an idea
of the EU’s global role and spreading its norms to others. Moreover, Member States’ national interest has supreme priority
rather than the EU. Therefore, this paper will utilise the UK as a case study to explore that cultural diplomacy shows
fragmentation at European level. In the result, this paper will illustrate that the EU and the UK have mutual recognised each
other as a partner not a leader.
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