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Abstract : The dominant strands of pedagogic ideas are often western in origin/orientation. This is the case because of the
hegemony of the western world in global academia. For this reason, peculiarities and considerations of context are often swept
to the margins as educational thinkers emphasize patently Eurocentric and one-size-fits-all solutions to the problems of
effective teaching. This paper takes as a starting point the notion that pedagogy must be context specific and pragmatic in its
application. It is from this perspective that it focuses on the challenges of teaching philosophy to students in the Nigerian
tertiary institutions. Philosophy students in Nigeria usually come across philosophy for the first time at the tertiary level. This
raises the problem of inadequate exposure. Beyond this, a substantial number of candidates are admitted into the philosophy
program based on the Nigerian version of ‘affirmative action’ which is known as the quota system. This paper addresses the
problems highlighted above and hosts of other issues as well as provides recommendations that can improve effectiveness of
teaching philosophy at the university level.
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