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Abstract : The current study was conducted to set the appropriate concentrate level for Nili-Ravi buffalo heifers. Twenty seven
buffalo heifers were randomly divided into three different groups A, B and C having nine animals in each group. All the heifers
were given free access to chopped green fodder and fresh water. In addition, heifers of group A, B and C were given
concentrate at the rate of 0.5%, 1% and 1.5% of their body weight. The average daily dry matter intake was 2.69, 3.06 and 3.83
kg with average daily gain of 456.09, 398.56 and 515.87 gm in group A, B and C, respectively. The feed conversion ratio of
heifers of these groups was 5.89, 7.74 and 7.52, respectively. There was non-significant (P>0.05) difference in the body
measurements (height at wither, body length and heart girth), final body condition and scoring and blood serum (glucose, total
protein and cholesterol) of heifers of all the three groups. The results of current study shows that there is non-significant
(P>0.05) difference in the growth rate of Nili-Ravi heifers at varying levels of concentrate so, it is cost effective to raise 6-8
month calves by offering concentrate at the rate of 0.5% body weight along with free access of green fodder.
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