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Abstract : Physiotherapy is a healthcare discipline that covers many fields of action within the recovery and prevention of
health. Some are well known, but others, such as working with newborns and premature children are not so. Physical therapist
functions are well defined, but the impression of the population is that there are other professionals who can develop them, and
a large part are unknown. Objective: To evaluate the level of knowledge of the sample on the role of the physiotherapist in
general, and more specifically in the neonatal intensive care (NICU) units, and estimate your level of notions on the
development centered care (DCC). Method: A descriptive, transversal, observational and prospective study developed on a 125
participants' sample. Results: From the sample studied, 87.2% had already had contact with physiotherapy previously. An
80.9% believed that the physiotherapist intervention was decisive for the cure, and 84.0% would recommend physiotherapy
treatment to others. Of the total surveyed, 98.0% felt that the physiotherapist is who should run the physiotherapeutic
treatments, but shares with other professions 71.0% of votes. The field's best-known work is rehabilitation (94.0%);
Neonatology is on the 4th place (66.0% of votes). Conclusions: Many areas of work of physical therapy are unknown to a big
part of the population, including the own health workers. Less than half of the sample meets the DCC, and only 58% of the
interviewed physiotherapists know them.
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