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Abstract : The social empowerment of most needed individuals is a challenging issue, especially for developing countries. The
current study explores the effects of visual impairment on individuals’ satisfaction with different aspects of life (i.e. education,
job, income, family) and coping strategies. Furthermore, the difference between groups according to health status is revealed.
Other demographic variables (education, employment, and marital status) is also considered. The cross-sectional design and
self-reported questionnaires were adopted. Seventy-two visually impaired males and females (age range 13-66) and seventy
healthy individuals participated in the study. The results reveal the importance of health status on the accessibility of social
amenities, individuals’ satisfaction with life, and a diversity of coping strategies, irrespective of the age. The research has an
important implication for social integration research and policy.
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