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Abstract : As West Africa gradually recovers from the cost of more than a decade of civil conflicts in Liberia, Sierra Leone and
Côte d’Ivoire, ECOWAS has continued to place prominence on peace consolidation and the prevention of conflict in the West
African Sub-Region. Of particular interest is the recent political uprising in Mali and in this regard, ECOWAS has been
repositioning their existing machineries to manage this dispensation more effectively by improving their early warning and
mediation capabilities. This paper firstly seeks among other things to provide a conceptual understanding of what security
sector governance is, and also highlight the overview of ECOWAS and to closely examine the benchmark for assessing progress
in the promotion of democracy and political governance within the sub-region as well as conflict prevention techniques. The
views and analysis expressed in this paper is based on secondary method of data collection alone and do not in any way
represent the views of the institutions or their representatives involved in this assignment in one way or the other.
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