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Abstract : Wild fish are considered as testier and in fish restaurants are offered at twice the price of farmed fish. Several
chemical  and  structural  differences  can  affect  the  consumer's  attitudes  for  farmed  fish.  The  structure  and  chemical
composition of fish muscle is also important for the performance of farmed fish during handling, storage and processing. In the
present work we present the chemical and sensory parameters which are used as indicators of fish flesh quality and we
investigated the perceptions of consumers for farmed sea bass and the organoleptic differences between samples of wild and
farmed sea bass. A questionnaire was distributed to a group of various ages that were regular consumers of sea bass. The
questionnaire included a survey on the perceptions on taste and appearance differences between wild and farmed sea bass. A
significant percentage (>40%) of the participants stated their perception of superior taste of wild sea bass versus the farmed
fish. The participants took part in an organoleptic assessment of wild and farmed sea bass prepared and cooked by a local fish
restaurant. Portions were evaluated for intensity of sensorial attributes from 1 (low intensity) to 5 (high intensity). The results
indicate that contrary to the assessor's perception, farmed sea bass scored better in al organoleptic parameters assessed with
marked superiority in texture and taste over the wild sea bass. This research has been co-financed by the European Union
(European Social Fund – ESF) and Greek national funds through the Operational Program "Education and Lifelong Learning" of
the National Strategic Reference Framework (NSRF) - Research Funding Program: ARCHIMEDES III. Investing in knowledge
society through the European Social Fund.
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