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Abstract : Keeping in view a drastic change in social and cultural scenario in India, influencing the marriage patterns,
preferences and the concept of marriage, the present study examined cultural biases, cognitive dispositions and conception of
marriage among Indian families hailing from urban, semi-urban and rural backgrounds. Structured interviews were conducted
on 15 families of Jaipur region and its nearby villages including young adults and aged family members. The sample was
comprised of both male and female family members. Qualitative analyses of interview data revealed a considerable difference
amongst the families on the basis of residential background and other cultural, cognitive and conceptual levels. Hence, it is
concluded that  Indian families hailing from different cultural  and residential  backgrounds differ  in their  conceptions of
marriage.
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