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Abstract : The objective of this paper is to assess the implementation of Build Back Better (BBB) propositions for disaster risk
reduction in the natural environment with regard to greater Christchurch, New Zealand, after the 2010-2011 earthquakes in
the region. A set of indicators was established to analyse the extent of recovery attained in Christchurch. Disaster recovery in
the region is an ongoing process, which gives us the opportunity to rate the progress made so far. Disasters cause significant
damage to the built, social and economic environments and also have severe consequences for the natural environment.
Findings show that greater Christchurch has made important progress and implemented a comprehensive natural environment
recovery plan. The plan addresses the restoration of biodiversity, natural resources, disaster waste management and amenity
values in greater Christchurch. This paper also surveys the risk reduction actions being implemented with regard to the
natural environment. The findings of this study will help governing bodies to identify and fill the gaps in their natural
environment recovery plans.
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