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Abstract : Purpose: This study attempts to identify the clients’ main priorities when delivering green projects. The aim is to
compare if the clients have the same interest that are similar in delivery of convectional buildings as compared to green
buildings. The main purpose is to find why other clients are investing in green buildings while others are reluctant and
adopting green building at a slow pace. Design/methodology/approach: A sample of construction professional accredited by the
Green Building Council of South Africa (GBCSA) was sent a questionnaire to participate in the research. Since GBSCSA
accredited professionals have knowledge and experience about the green buildings, they are chosen as the sample. The
research is qualitative because it evaluates the perceptions and knowledge around the subject matter. Research limitations:
The research focuses only on the South African construction clients. Findings: Findings reveal that private clients invest more
on green buildings as compared to government and parastatal entities. Private clients prioritise on maximising returns on
investments and they mainly invest on buildings that save energies and have low life cycle costs. Private clients are perceived
to be more knowledgeable about the benefits of green building project as compared to government and Parastatals clients.
Shortage of expertise and managerial skill  leads to low adaptation of green buildings in the government and parastatal
projects. Other factors, which seem to disintegrate the adoption of green buildings, are the readiness of supply chain within the
industry and inappropriate procurements strategies adopted by clients. The evaluation of the clients’ priorities will enable the
design team to come up with innovative ways to approach the design process so that clients’ priorities and needs are identified
and met. Practical implications: The findings are indicating that clients’ needs and priorities have a huge impact on the delivery
of the project in terms of time, quality and cost of the project.
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