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Abstract : To improve its public school education, the Philippines took a radical curriculum reform in 2012, by launching the
K-to-12 program which not only added two years to its basic education but also mandated for a replacement of traditional
teaching  with  learner-centered  pedagogy,  an  instruction  whose  western  underpinnings  suggest  improving  student
achievement, thus, making pedagogies in the country more or less similar with those in Europe and USA. This policy, however,
placed learner-centered pedagogy in a binary opposition against teacher-centered instruction, creating a simplistic dichotomy
between good and bad teaching. It is in this dichotomy that this study seeks to explore, using Critical Pedagogy of the Place as
the lens, in understanding what constitutes good teaching across a range of learner-centered and teacher-centered pedagogies
in  the  context  of  public  schools  in  disadvantaged  communities.  Furthermore,  this  paper  examines  how  pedagogical
homogeneity, arguably influenced by dominant global imperatives with economic agenda – often referred as economisation of
education – not only thins out local identities as structures of global schooling become increasingly similar but also limits the
concept of good teaching to student outcomes and corporate employability. This paper draws from qualitative research on
students, thus addressing the gap created by studies on good teaching which looked mainly into the perceptions of teachers
and administrators, while overlooking those of students whose voices must be considered in the formulation of inclusive
policies that advocate for true education reform. Using ethnographic methods including student focus groups, classroom
observations, and teacher interviews, responses from students of disadvantaged schools reveal that good teaching includes
both learner-centered and teacher-centered practices that incorporate ‘academic caring’ which sustains their motivation to
achieve in school despite the challenging learning environments. The combination of these two pedagogies equips students
with life-long skills necessary to gain equal access to sustainable economic opportunities in their local communities.
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