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Abstract : Government agencies responsible for the management of fisheries resources publish many types of grey literature,
and  these  materials  are  increasingly  accessible  to  the  public  on  agency  websites.  However,  scope  and  quality  vary
considerably, and end-users need meta-data about the report series when deciding whether to use the information (e.g. apply
the methods, include the results in a systematic review), or when prioritizing materials for archiving (e.g. library holdings,
reference databases). A proposed taxonomy for these report series was developed based on a review of 41 report series from 6
government agencies in 4 countries (Canada, New Zealand, Scotland, and United States). Each report series was categorized
according to multiple criteria describing peer-review process, content, and purpose. A robust classification tree was then fitted
to these descriptions, and the resulting taxonomic groups were used to compare agency output from 4 countries using reports
available in their online repositories.
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