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Abstract : The purpose of the present study was to test individual’s conflict management style in romantic relations as a
function of their perception of the extent of procedural justice in their partner behavior, and to what extant this relationship is
mediated by the quality of the relations. The research procedure included two studies: The first study was a correlative study
with 160 participants in a romantic relation. The goal of the first study was to examine the mediation model with self-report
questionnaires. The second study was an experimental study with 241 participants. The study was designed to examine the
causal connection between perceived procedural justice (PPJ) and conflict management styles. Study 1 indicated a positive
connection between PPJ and collaborative conflict management styles (integrating, compromising and obliging). In contrast, a
negative connection was not found between PPJ and non-collaborative conflict management styles (avoiding, and dominating).
In addition, perceived quality of the romantic relations was found to mediate the connection between PPJ and collaborative
conflict  management  styles.  Study 2  validated the finding of  Study 1  by  showing that  PPJ  leads  the individual  to  use
compromising and integrating conflict management styles. In contrast to Study 1, Study 2 shows that a low PPJ increases the
individual’s tendency to use an avoiding conflict management style. The study contributes to the rather scarce research on PPJ
role in conflict management in general and in romantic relations in particular. It can provide new insights into cognitive
methods of coping with conflict that encourage transformation in the conflict and a way to grow and develop both individually
and as a couple.
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