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Abstract : The conflict between livelihood and forest protection has been a perpetual phenomenon in India. In the era of
climate change, the problem is expected to aggravate the declining trend of dense forest in the country, creating impediments
in the climate change adaptation by the forest dependent communities. In order to access the complexity of the problem,
Hazarinagh and Chatra districts of Jharkhand were selected as a case study. To identify norms practiced by the communities to
manage community forestry, the ethnographic study was designed to understand the values, traditions, and cultures of forest
dependent communities, most of whom were tribal. It was observed that internalization of efficient forest norms is reflected in
the pride and honor of such behavior while violators are sanctioned through guilt and shame. The study analyzes the effect of
norms being practiced in the management and ecology of community forestry as common property resource. The light of the
findings led towards the gaps in the prevalent forest laws to address efficient allocation of property rights. The conclusion
embarks on reconsidering accepted factors of forest degradation in India.
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