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Abstract : The objectives of this research were to study the factors affecting the participation of local people and the obstacles
and recommendations towards local people’s participation in illuminated boat procession culture. The study looked at both
qualitative, and quantitative data were collected by in-depth interview and analyzed by the descriptive approach. The 296
samplings  were  a  local  community  who  participated  in  constructing  the  illuminated  boat  in  each  community  for  14
communities. The results of this study showed that the factor that encourages local people’s participation in illuminated both
procession  is  the  awareness  of  an  importance  of  cultural  uniqueness  in  the  local.  The  problems and obstacles  to  the
participation in illuminated boat procession include the resources for constructing illuminated both such as bamboos are run
out of and price increasing, lack of proper cooperation between local people and government officers and conflict in interests
between in local government office. So, the result of this study recommended that the government officers should be taken into
account about community participation in the illuminated boat procession culture because without local people, the uniqueness
culture of Nakhon Phanom Province would not exist and they would not reach the sustainable tourism goal.
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