Open Science Index, Environmental and Ecological Engineering Vol:10, No:08, 2016 publications.waset.org/abstracts/54063.pdf

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Environmental and Ecological Engineering
Vol:10, No:08, 2016

The Role of Community Forestry to Combat Climate Change Impacts in
Nepal

Authors : Ravi Kumar Pandit

Abstract : Climate change is regarded as one of the most fundamental threats to sustainable livelihood and global
development. There is growing a global concern in linking community-managed forests as potential climate change mitigation
projects. This study was conducted to explore the local people’s perception on climate change and the role of community
forestry (CF) to combat climate change impacts. Two active community forest user groups (CFUGs) from Kaski and Syangja
Districts in Nepal were selected as study sites, and various participatory tools were applied to collect primary data. Although
most of the respondents were unaware about the words “Climate Change” in study sites, they were quite familiar with the
irregularities in rainfall season and other weather extremities. 60% of the respondents had the idea that, due to increase in
precipitation, there is a frequent occurrence of erosion, floods and landslide. Around 85% of the people agreed that community
forests help in stabilizing soil, reducing the natural hazards like erosion, landslide. Biogas as an alternative source of cooking
energy, and changes in crops and their varieties are the common adaptation measures that local people start practicing in both
CFUGs in Nepal.
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