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Abstract : Despite the low prevalence rate of Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
(HIV/AIDS) in the Philippines, the country is one of the seven countries in the world and the only country in Southeast Asia
which reported an increasing trend in the number of people infected with HIV. Furthermore, people getting infected with HIV
are becoming younger every year. Eighty-five percent (7,103) of the total number of youth (15-24 years old) with HIV were
recorded in the past five years. The rising rates of HIV infection suggest the need to understand HIV knowledge, attitudes, and
sexual behaviors among the youth in the Philippines. The University of the Philippines (UP), having a population that
represents all regions of the country, can be reflective of the current situation of the Filipino youth in the issue of HIV/AIDS.
This paper attempted to: (1) assess the level of knowledge on HIV/AIDS; (2) describe the attitude towards people living with
HIV/AIDS; (3) identify socio-demographic and sexual behaviors associated with the level of HIV/AIDS knowledge; and (4)
determine how knowledge on HIV/AIDS is related with attitude towards people living with HIV/AIDS among tertiary students of
the UP Diliman. Self-administered survey was used to collect data from 308 randomly selected respondents. Data was encoded
using CS Pro 6.2 and it was exported to SPSS v23 for further analysis. Findings of the study revealed that comprehensive
correct knowledge on HIV/AIDS is associated with a somewhat accepting attitude towards PLWHA. Sociodemographic and
sexual behavior characteristics do not contribute to the association between level of knowledge about HIV/AIDS and attitude
towards PLWHA.
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