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Abstract : Developmental social welfare implemented through developmental social work is being applauded internationally as
an approach that facilitates social development theory and practice. However, twenty-two years into democracy, there are no
tangible  evidences  that  the  much-desired  developmental  social  welfare  approach  has  assisted  the  post-apartheid
macroeconomic  policy  frameworks  in  addressing  poverty  and  inequality,  thus,  the  derailment  of  the  post-apartheid
development approach in South Africa. Based on the implementation research theory, and the literature review technique, this
paper recognizes social work as a principal role-player in social development. It recommends the redesign and implementation
of an effective developmental social welfare approach with specific strategies, programs, activities and sufficient resources
aligned to and appropriate in delivering on the promises of the government&rsquo;s macroeconomic policy frameworks. Such
approach should be implemented by skilled and dedicated developmental social workers in order to achieve transformation in
South Africa.
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