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Abstract : This study troubles the role the state as the chief sponsor of higher education plays in shaping communication
training in Ghana. Using a public university as a case study, it explores how the government of Ghana, through its regimes of
control, exercises its authority over the means of production in the academy. Based on Wenger’s community of practice theory
and critical  theory,  the research analyzes the political  economy within which higher education in the country operates,
focusing  on  the  mandates  of  two  of  its  bodies:  the  National  Council  for  Tertiary  Education  (NCTE)  and  the  National
Accreditation Board (NAB). Results show that communication training in Ghana is shaped by three basic strategies of control:
developmentalism, bureaucratization, and corporatization. This governmentality,  the research reveals nonetheless, largely
constrains the agency and practices of the community of communication faculty and administrators, and thus presents a major
challenge to the exercise of intellectual freedom, and the self-critical nature of the academy. The study bears implications for
further research in the political economy of communication studies, the administration of higher education, and critical/cultural
studies in education.
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