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Abstract : The mariculture potential of the Philippine blue sponge, Xestospongia sp. was assessed through the pilot sponge
culture in the open-sea at two different biogeographic regions in the Philippines. Thirty explants were randomly allocated for
the Puerto Galera, Oriental Mindoro culture setup and the other nine were transported to Lucero, Bolinao, Pangasinan. Two
different sponge culture methods of the sponge explants- the lantern and the wall method, were employed to assess the
production of the Renieramycin M. Both methods have shown to be effective in growing the sponge explants and that the Thin
Layer Chromatography (TLC) results  have shown that Renieramycin M is  present on the sponges.  The effect  of  partial
harvesting in the growth and survival rates of the blue sponge in the Puerto Galera setup was also determined. Results showed
that a higher growth rate was observed on the partially harvested explants on both culture methods as compared to the
unharvested explants.
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