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Abstract : Rituals took place during the rock art production or in the rock art sites can be found reflection in contemporary
culture. But the form of rituals was conducted in association with rock art production still uncertain. The main purpose of this
research is to define the form of ritual activities that took place in the rock art sites, by the example of Bronze Age rock art of
Gobustan. For ritual activity location of the rocks which were selected for making petroglyphs has important significance.
Thus, not all the rocks which were suitable for rock art were used for this purpose. If in Upper Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic
periods Gobustan inhabitants executed petroglyphs on the wall of rock shelters, but in Bronze Age they made it on rocks which
are in front of the large, open spaces. A recent study of the location of Bronze Age rock art of Gobustan and involving
ethnographic information to the interpretation of drawings allows defining the form of rituals which took place in Gobustan at
Bronze Age.
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