
Science of Social Work: Recognizing Its Existence as a Scientific Discipline
by a Method Triangulation

Authors : Sandra Mendes
Abstract : Social Work has encountered over time with multivariate requests in the field of its action, provisioning frameworks
of knowledge and praxis. Over the years, we have observed a transformation of society and, consequently, of the public who
deals with the social work practitioners. Both, training and profession have had need to adapt and readapt the ways of doing,
bailing up theories to action, while action unfolds emancipation of new theories. The theoretical questioning of this subject lies
on classical authors from social sciences, and contemporary authors of Social Work. In fact, both enhance, in the design of
social work, an integration and social cohesion function, creating a culture of action and theory, attributing to its method a
relevant function, which shall be promoter of social changes in various dimensions of both individual and collective life, as well
as scientific knowledge. On the other hand, it is assumed that Social Work, through its professionalism and through the
academy, is now closer to distinguish itself from other Social Sciences as an autonomous scientific field, being, however, in the
center of power struggles. This paper seeks to fill the gap in social work literature about the study of the scientific field of this
area of knowledge.
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