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Abstract : A lion’s share of agricultural work is contributed by women in India as it is the case in many developing countries,
yet women are not securing the pride as a farmer. Many policies are supporting women empowerment in India, especially in
agriculture sector considering the importance of sustainable food security. However these policies many times failed to achieve
the targeted results of mainstreaming gender. Implementing the principles of governance would lead to gender equality in
agriculture. This paper deals with the social norms and obligations prevailed with reference to Indian context which abstain
women from having resources. This paper is formulated by using primary research done in eight districts of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh states of India supported by secondary research. Making amendments to Hindu Succession Act in united
Andhra Pradesh much prior to the positioning of the amended act in the whole country lead to a better land holding a share of
women in Andhra Pradesh. The policies like registering government distributed lands in the name of women in the state also
have an added value. However, the women participation in decision-making process in agriculture is limited in elite families
when compared to socially under privileged families, further too it was higher in drought affected districts like Mahbubnagar
in Telangana when compared to resource-rich East Godavari district in Andhra Pradesh. Though National Gender Resource
Centre for Agriculture (NGRCA) at centre and Gender Cells in the states were established a decade ago, extension reach to the
women farmers is still lagging behind. Capturing the strength of women self groups in India especially in Andhra Pradesh to
link up with agriculture extension might improve the extension reach of women farmers. Maintenance of micro level women
data sets, creating women farmers networks with government departments like agriculture, irrigation, revenue and formal
credit  institutes would result  in  good governance to mainstream gender in agriculture.  Further to add that  continuous
monitoring and impact assessments of the programmes and projects for gender inclusiveness would reiterate the government
efforts.
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