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Abstract : The purpose of this study is to explore the potential role of South Valley University (SVU) libraries’ manpower,
collections and services in the fight against terrorism in the Upper Egypt. A quantitative research methodology was used in the
form of a survey sent to 127 library staff at the SVU. The survey was undertaken from June to July 2015 with a response rate
73.2%. Printed materials  were the most adequate collections in the SVU libraries.  Other materials,  such as CDs/DVDs,
audiovisual materials, microfilm and microfiche, online resources and electronic materials respectively were inadequate at SVU
libraries. Few of the services provided by SVU libraries were characterized as adequate services, some are inadequate and
other services do not exist. The average of the facilities provided by SVU libraries was somewhat adequate. Activities, such as
holding social field trips, holding training workshops and holding academic field trip were, at least, somewhat adequate to SVU
libraries. SVU libraries had no a significant role in fighting terrorism in the Upper Egypt. There is no a relationship between
the SVU library staff’s professional characteristics and the potential role that their libraries may play in the fight against this
phenomenon. As a result of the lack of SVU libraries’ collections, services, facilities and activities, this study concluded that
that such role could not be achieved. Almost all the library staff admitted that this severe lack has affected the provision of
library patrons and members of the library community to these collections and services, which help in countering the threat of
terrorism. Despite the significance of all these problems faced by SVU libraries in the fight against terrorism, it was found that
the inadequacy of the library opening hours is significantly correlated with the professional characteristics of the library staff,
particularly their job title and work experience.
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