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Abstract : In this research, the researchers wanted to explore how specialists and resident doctors in the fields of surgery, and
obstetrics and gynecology handle their medical errors. They are interested in understanding the factors that contributed to the
disclosure of medical error, the feelings after the occurrence of an error, and the way they coped with it given the power
relations  in  place.  The researchers  conducted semi-structured interviews,  transcribed the  recordings,  and analyzed the
transcripts using thematic analysis. They found that doctors disclosed to their superiors and co-residents to cope with and to
learn from the errors. In terms of disclosure to patients, the participants told them about the adverse event, but not about the
error because of fear for themselves, their colleagues, their institution, and their patient. Doctors also performed compensatory
actions to make up for the error and the nondisclosure of its occurrence. These actions functioned as a form of damage control
too. Resident doctors and specialists receive different sanctions because of the power structures in the system.
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