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Abstract : Background and Objective: In most areas of the world, the incidence of thyroid cancer has been increasing over the
last decade, mostly due to a combination of early detection of the neoplasm resulting from sensitive procedures and increased
population exposure to radiation and unrecognized carcinogens. Methods: Cases of thyroid cancer have been retrieved from
the cancer registry at King Khalid Hospital during the period from August 2012 to April 2016. Age, gender and histopathologic
types have been recorded. Results: Thyroid carcinoma ranked as the second most common malignancy in females (25%) after
breast cancer (31%). It constituted 20.8% of all newly diagnosed cancer cases. As for males, it ranked the 4<sup>th</sup>
type of malignancy after gastrointestinal cancer, lymphomas and soft tissue sarcomas. Mean age for females and males was
38.7 +/- 13.2 and 60.25 +/- 11.5 years, respectively, and the difference between the two groups was statistically significant
(<em>p</em> value = 0.0001). Fifty-five (82%) were papillary carcinomas including 10 follicular variant of papillary (FVPC),
and eight papillary micro carcinomas (PMC) and two tall cell/oncocytic variants. Follicular carcinomas constituted two (3.1%),
while two (3.1%) were anaplastic, and two (3.1%) were medullary. Conclusion: Thyroid cancer incidence in Hail is ranking as
the 2<sup>nd</sup> most common female malignancy similar to other regions in the Kingdom. However, this high incidence
contrasts with much lower rates worldwide.
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