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Abstract :  The knowledge of  medicine in Malay society stemmed out  from the need to remedy disease process.  Such
knowledge came from observations by looking at the signs on the plants which signify it uses, the doctrine of signature, and
also observing what kind of animal and its parts that can be used to treat the disease. Prayers (jampi and doa’) play a very
important role in the therapeutic processes addressing the ethereal part of the body. In Malay medicine, prayers were said in
the heart of the Malay bomoh (medicine man) when they are first approaching the diseased person, seeking the help of Allah in
accurately directing his mind into making the right diagnosis and subsequently the right choice of treatment. In the making of
medicine, similar rituals were religiously followed, starting from gathering the materia medica to the final concoction of the
medicine. Thus, all the materia medica and the prayers in Malay medicine were gathered and documented in the medical
manuscript known as MSS 2999 Kitab Tibb. For this study, a collection of vegetative materia medica which is specialized for
the women illness from this manuscript will be gathered and analysed. A medical and cultural interpretation will be highlighted
to see the relationship between efficacy in traditional Malay medicine as practiced in the past and the recent practice of the
modern medicine.
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