
Decoding Democracy's Notion in Aung San Suu Kyi's Speeches
Authors : Woraya Som-Indra
Abstract : This article purposes to decode the notion of democracy embedded in the political speeches of Aung San Su Kyi by
adopting critical discourse analysis approach, using Systemic Function Linguistics (SFL) and transitivity as a vital analytical
tool. Two main objectives of the study are 1) to analyze linguistic strategies constituted the crucial characteristics of Su Kyi's
political speeches by employing SFL and transitivity and 2) to examine ideology manifested the notion of democracy behind Su
Kyi’s political speeches. The data consists of four speeches of Su Kyi delivering in different places within the year 2011
broadcasted through the website of US campaign for Burma. By employing linguistic tool and the concept of ideology as an
analytical frame, the word choice selection found in the speeches assist explaining the manifestation of Su Kyi’s ideology
toward democracy and power struggle. The finding revealed eight characters of word choice projected from Su Kyi’s political
speeches, as follows; 1) support, hope and encouragement which render the recipients to uphold with the mutual aim to fight
for democracy together and moving forwards for change and solution in the future, 2) aim and achievement evoke the
recipients to attach with the purpose to fight for democracy, 3) challenge and change release energy to challenge the present
political regime of Burma to change to the new political regime of democracy, 4) action, doing and taking signify the action and
practical process to call for a new political regime, 5) struggle represents power struggle during the process of democracy
requesting and it could refer to her long period of house arrest in Burma, 6) freedom implies what she has been long fighting
for- to be released from house arrest, be able to access to the freedom of speech related to political ideology, and moreover, be
able to speak out for the people of Burmese about their desirable political regime and political participation, 7) share and
scarify call the recipients to have the spirit of shared value in the process of acquiring democracy, and 8) solution and
achievement remind her recipients of what they have been long fighting for, and what could lead them to reach out the mutual
achievement of a new political regime, i.e. democracy. Those word choice selections are plausible representation of democracy
notion in Su Kyi’s terms. Due to her long journey of fighting for democracy in Burma, Suu Kyi’s political speeches always
possess tremendously strong leadership characteristic, using words of wisdom and moreover, they are encoded with a wide
range of words related to democracy ideology in order to push forward the future change into the Burma’s political regime.
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