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Abstract : This research aims to analyze critically a set of studies published in the Proceedings of the International Conference
on Mobile Learning of IADIS, from 2008 until 2012, which addresses the issue of foreign language learning mediated by mobile
phones. The theoretical review of this study is based on the Vygotskian assumptions about tools and mediated learning and the
concepts of mobile learning, CALL and MALL. In addition, the diffusion rates of the mobile phone and especially its potential
are considered. Through systematic review and meta-analysis, this research intended to identify similarities and differences
between the identified characteristics in the studies on the subject of language learning and mobile phone. From the analysis of
the results, this study verifies that the mobile phone stands out for its mobility and portability. Furthermore, this device
presented positive aspects towards student motivation in language learning. The studies were favorable to mobile phone use
for learning. It was also found that the challenges in using this tool are not technical, but didactic and methodological,
including the need to reflect on practical proposals. The findings of this study may direct further research in the area of
language learning mediated by mobile phones.
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