
Notions of Social Justice and Educational Globalization: Evaluations of
Israeli Teachers and Students across Sectors

Authors : Clara Sabbagh, Nura Resh
Abstract : The study delves into students’ and teachers’ notions of social justice (social justice judgments or SJJ), examining
how they are shaped by both educational globalization and local (nation-state) conditions. Using the Israeli school setting as a
case study, we discuss the status of hegemonic Zionism and two influential perspectives of educational globalization – world
culture and the post-colonial critique of neo-liberalism – and derive competing hypotheses about the notions of social justice
embedded in them. Against this background, we investigate how SJJ are affected by generation – Israeli teachers and students
– and by educational sectors that mirror the society’s major divide: Jewish and Israeli Arab. In order to examine these issues,
we used a representative sample of 2000 Israeli students, as well as a sample of 800 social studies teachers. We applied
MANOVA repeated-measure for examining to what extent SSJ are dependent upon the type of resource that is distributed
(repeated measures) and generational (teachers vs students) and sectorial (Jewish vs. Arab) group variables. As expected,
findings revealed that the local context does matter. In other words, rather than being consistent with any of the three
perspectives above,  findings suggest  that  respondents elaborate the intersection between global  and local  traditions by
creating various forms of mingled notions of social justice. In other words, Israeli (Jewish and Arab) teachers and students can
be conceived as agents who play an important role in recreating national heritages and who differently interpret the ways
educational globalization impacts their lives.
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